
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Kim Nazarian – inspiring Life through Musicno 
 

 
 

http://www.iteksoft.com/pdf-creator/
http://pdf.iteksoft.com/pdf-writer/


Kim Nazarian – inspiring Life through Music 
  
Vocalist, teacher, lyricist, Grammy-nominated arranger, and Grammy award-winning 
ensemble singer, … try and fit a ball of positive energy into a category and you will 
break the box!  
  
Kim Nazarian is the soprano and one of the founding members of the New York 
Voices, the only vocal group in recent memory to win two Grammys for live concert 
recordings (one of Brazilian music with Paquito D’Rivera, the other for Big Band Jazz 
with the Count Basie Orchestra).  She has recorded, performed and toured the world 
with this outstanding vocal ensemble for the past twenty years.   
  
Her voice is featured on several MCG Jazz releases (mcgjazz.org), among them "Afternoon In Rio" with Joe Negri, 
(yes, Mr. Rogers’ Handyman Negri!) "The 21st Century Swing Band," the highly acclaimed "A Nancy Wilson 
Christmas," and "Long Ago And Far Away," her original, interactive children's concert, which has grown into a 
radio show now available on CD through MCG Jazz.   
  
Aside from her work with MCG, Kim was a featured vocalist alongside Ray Brown and Stanley Turrentine in the 
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s production of "Indigo In Motion" and has appeared with the Pittsburgh Children's 
Festival Chorus.  She has taught at Duquesne University and the Ellis School, recorded with the Big-Band at 
Slippery Rock University and continues a busy schedule in her private teaching at home in PA.  
  
Kim has also recorded "Red Dragonfly In New York” for JVC in Japan.  The album contains Japanese folk songs 
translated into English and western musical contexts.  As a singer and lyricist for such artists as Masahiko Osaka 
her work has won the “seal of approval” by Japan’s Swing Journal.   
  
Always passionate for Latin Music, Kim performs and records with Boston-based El Eco, whose album “Two 
Worlds” was recently featured on NPR’s JazzSet.  Other collaborations include her work performing and 
recording with Mark Shilansky, her vocals featured extensively on his most recent recording “Join the Club.”   
 
A more recent recording opportunity for Kim was her work on Bobby McFerrin's upcoming project.  A tentative 
release is scheduled for 2009.   
 
With husband, arranger, trombonist, percussionist, and Grammy-winning producer Jay Ashby, Kim has worked 
on many projects, toured the Czech Republic and Russia, and performs regularly in Pittsburgh and around the 
country.  Their latest joint effort is the creation and recording of an original song for the record “Music To Make 
The Impossible Possible” - a CD of new and classic jazz that inspired renowned author and humanitarian Bill 
Strickland; author of “Make The Impossible Possible” - a guide showing how to achieve your dreams - using Jazz 
as a metaphor for success.   
  
In New York, Kim continues work as a session singer, with credits including jingles and major motion picture 
scores.  Also in the works is an educational book/DVD covering her critically acclaimed approach to vocal 
technique, solo and ensemble singing, and musical sensibilities for singers.  A magna cum laude graduate from 
Ithaca College with a Bachelor in Fine Arts in acting, she is now the Artist in Residence for the Bowling Green 
State University Vocal Jazz Program, where singers from classical and contemporary realms alike benefit from 
her knowledge and experience.   
  
Kim has worked with and conducted choirs around the world, including the NY State Vocal Jazz Ensemble and 
the Arizona All-State Jazz Choir.  Kim shares her perspectives on music and life as a musician through teaching 
private students, clinics, workshops, jazz camps, master classes, festival adjudication and guest conducting for 
singers on all levels from grade to graduate school in the US and abroad.   
 
Instrumental to her teaching as well as her personal life is the constant challenge of balancing the 
responsibilities of family with the demands of a career in music.  Seeking joy and rich creative soil in both raising 
her son and the ever changing facets of life, Kim’s work continues to inspire vocalists around the globe.    
Visit www.myspace.com/KimNazarian  
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Recording Artist   [Select Discography] 
§ “Music to Make the Impossible Possible” 2008 - MCG Jazz 
§ “Join the club” 2007 - Mark Shilansky 
§ “Long Ago and Far Away”  2006 - MCG Jazz 
§ “Two Worlds” 2002 - El Eco 
§ “Dragonfly in New York” - JVC 
§ “Afternoon in Rio” - MCG Jazz, Joe Negri 
§ “21st century Swing Band” - MCG Jazz 
§ “Walkin' Down Lexington” - King Records, Masahiko Osaka 

 

 

w/ New York Voices 

 

§ "A Day Like This" - MCG Jazz 
§ "Brazilian Dreams" - MCG Jazz w/ Paquito D'Rivera 
§ "Sing! Sing! Sing!" - Concord 
§ "NYV Sing the Songs of Paul Simon" - RCA Victor  
§ "Count Basie Orchestra with New York Voices Live at MCG" - MCG Jazz 
§ "NYV Collection" - GRP 
§ "What's Inside" - GRP 
§ "Hearts of Fire" - GRP 
§ "New York Voices" - GRP  
§ "Ancient Tower" - EarthBeat,- Robert Lepley 
§ "Heirs to Jobim" - BMG Music, various artists  
§ "Temperance" - Pony Canyon, Astrud Gilberto 
§ "The Army Blues - 25th Anniversary Concert"  
§ "I Remember Bill - A Tribute to Bill Evans" - RCA, Don Sebesky 
§ "By Arrangement" - Telarc, Jim Hall 
§ "A Love Affair - The Music of Ivan Lins" – Telarc, various artists 
§ "A Nancy Wilson Christmas" - MCG Jazz 

 
 
Educator  [teaching credits include] 
§ Residency at Bowling Green State Univ. – BGSU Vocal Jazz Ensembles (Bowling Green, OH) 
§ GlenOak High School Vocal Jazz Ensembles (Canton, OH) 
§ The New Virginians  - Virginia Tech (Blacksburg,  VA) 
§ NY State All-State Vocal Jazz Ensemble 
§ Arizona All-State Jazz Choir 
§ Roxbury High School (NJ) 
§ Dissonant Grace (OH) 
§ Vocal Impact (OH) 
§ 5 Alone (MA) 
 

 

Camps/Workshops 
§ Centrum Jazz Workshops (Port Townsend, WA)  
§ Inzigkoven Jazz Camp (Inzigkoven, Germany) 
§ Heatland Vocal Jazz Camp (Tiffin, OH) 
§ @ Duquesne University (Pittsburgh, PA) 
§ @ The Ellis School 
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